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the most important agents of human progross,
he regardod ita conduet as one of the noblost
ind most responaible employments in whioh
an active and able and nobly ambitious man
conld be engagnd., As ho did his own ahare
of the work with thorough and conscientious
devotion, he did not depend npon eotempo-
mry approval, albeit he was very far from
disdalning it. Those whoe knew him bost and
mist now spoak for him, return their sincore
acknowlsdgmont of the gemeral kindneas,
buing obliged mournfully to content them-
selves with saying what they think—ecould his
yoice be heard==he would not disapprave.

e ———

Speaker Blaive conld not well afford to do

d 1oss than what he did, yesterdag, to bave the
§ Crodit Mobilier  business investigated, . A
motion for the appointment of such n Com-
mittee of Investigntion shonld bave come
tirst from Mr. Ookes Ames, agninst whom the
onse is more grave and direcl. But the
§f Speaker took the earliest opportunity fto in-
¥ vite Mi. 8. 8. Cox into the chair, and nskod
N for such on inquiry st the hands of the
§ [onse. Two members of the Committee ap-
i pointed by Mr. Cox are Administration Re-
publicans, (Messrs. Poland and  MeCrary);
B two are Demoerats, (Mesars, Deck and Niblaek),
# and one, Gen, Buanks, is a- Liberal Republican,
This constitution of the Commitice is a fair
one: and the country will expeet from them a
# full und open examination into the matter, of
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President Thiors bas induced his Minlstets to withdmw
thelr resignations. ==== Tho stokém in four or five of
the Londou gns works have strudk work., === The
Austro-llungarian Minlster of Finanoos as resigned.

Cupgress opened with o slight sibendsoos in both
branches, === Tributes are everywhere paid to the
womery of Horate Greeley.,

The remains of Mr, Grecley will le in state al the City

Hall === The Jamwel and Tweed cascs wrre postpoted.
== Goll, 112}, 113, 113}, Thormometer, 397, 47, 41%,
- :

The proccelings in Congress, yesterdny, as
well s the demeabor of the members ns they
returned to work, gave evidence of the estab-
lishment of an “era of good feeling.” So far,
Congress has not shown any inclination to
heed the indiserest advice of thosa who would

like to see the animosities of a heated cam
paign carried into the legislative business of
the eountry, The action of the House, par-
tioularly, in wsefusipg to excuse Gen. .Banks
from the Chairmanship of the Committee on
Foreden Afares, was graceful, dignified, and

worthy of imitation.
——

The reported retirement of Mr., Juostice
Nelson from his seat in the Supreme Court of
e United States will excite considerable dis-
eussion among the learned gentlemen who de-
sire a seat on the Supreme bench. The emi-
pent Judge who retires is a citizen of this
Btate ; he has served through a long term of
pffice with great acceptance ; his retirement at
the ripe age of eighty years is a natural and
dignified close of Lis public labors. It will be
s matter of pride, moreover, that his last
officisd aet waa to affix his signature to the
fumous Treaty of Washington.

et

Steps toward the solution of the North Caro-
lina Senatorial difficulty have at last been
laken. Messrs, Vance and Merrimon have
sach been withdrawn by their partisans, This
treaks up the Conservative deadlock, and, as
so other candidate has yot been agreed upon,
the total strength which has been united on
these rival ehieftains is scattered whimsically
smong sbout seventy candidates. As soon ns
the two Couscrvative wings cap sgree, they
will be able to elect their candidate, as Mr.
Pool receives only 55 out of 162 votes. It is
borely possible, however, thpt the Vanoe-
Merrimon contest has new mude an agreement

sut of the gquestion.
e

M. Thiers having refused to: aceept the
resignations of Jhis cabinet, consents to with-
draw his own if they will withdraw theirs;
they agree and he remaine in"the Presidency.
'his is & summary of the Iatest news from
France ; it is o pumwmary which has no longer
the merit of novelty, Meantime, there is con-
giderable uneasiness, one anust suppose, and
rumors of preparations for a coup d'état by
the Monarchists are prevalent. If M. Thiers
were a younger and more intrepid man, the
most probable eoup to expect would be his
dissotution of the Assembly, which has no
Jegal existence, and the election of & new leg-
fslative corps in whose hands the Provisiogal
President would leave the future of the Re-

public.

The resolution of Mr. Dawes in regard to
the death of Mr. Greeley, offered yesterday in
ihe House of Hepresentatives, was an act as
grocefol as fitting. What we have said ot
the tone of the newspapers of New-York, on
the same subject, we have fo repeat, now
that the general voice of the Awerican press
Las reached us. There is & singular and
gouching Larwony in the ecomments of

fekaion upon the demise of one of its greal
[::du-. Scarcely one ungracious word or
coarse reflection is to be found in all our co-
fem well nigh universul language
§s that of friendly respect and of sincere regrot.
If Mr. Greeley, when considering the close of
hiis earthly life, as one so reflective must often
Have done, anticipated this judgment of bis
frethiren, it must have been to bim » source of
glie purest happiness. It is & great mistaks to
guppose that Mr, Greeley was Aggrossive against
anen, 85 he whs unquestionably iutolerant of
what he considered to be their errors, Be-
Qicving s he did the newspaper to be one of

rding to position in the pajer.

cipal Government, the mortal remains of Mr.
Greeley will he in state to-day in the Gov-
| crnor's Room at the City Hall, between the
f Liours of 9 6. m. and 10 p.m., under the guard
| of deputations from the City Couneil and the
| Typozraphical Union, They will not be agnin
| exposed to public view. On to-morrow the
funeral eervices will be held at the Church of

“Bthe Divine Paternity (the Rev~Dr. Chapin's,)

Bon the corner of Fifth-ave. and Forty-
fifth-st.,, at 11 o'clock. There will be no
procession going fo the chureh, save that of

#the City antioritics and their guests from

the City Hgll; and that of the Pall Bearers,

Family, Tribune Association and employcs,

and represevinptives from  other newspapers,

the remmmns, In the proces-

the Church place will be
provided for all organizations desiring to
join it, by the Mayor and Superintendent of
Police, who, on behalf of the City Govern-
ment, have assumed the entire charge of this
part of the funmeral. Dispatchies from tyo
members of the Cabinet afnounce that the

President of the United States will attend.

e ST G i LS Ty FIRSIRR S
HORACE GEREELEY AND JOURNALISM.
The generous and sorrowful words which

| ihe newspapers of all parties haye spoken of
our lamented chief, show that the ambition
which Mr. Greeley pursuned in the manage-
ment of Tag Trisvse, while it brought him
frequently into collision with public men, and
led to many acrimomions disputes, nevertheless
commanded universal respect. DBeside his
grave the bitterness of partisan warfare, the
petty quarreling of rivals, the animosities of
political debate, ave wholly forgotien. From
thosg who yesterday were adversarics, ns well
as from those who for years have been ad-
mirers and friends, come gincere and eloquent
tributes, not only to the personal eharacter of
the dead, but to that lefty purpose which

Horace Greeley made the gniding principle
of Lis life. The school of journalism
of which he was the foremost teacher
has few attractions for those who seek money,
or fame, or political reward. If it bronght all
three to Horace Greeley, it was not becanse
he strove for them, but becauss fortune
sometimes favors those who mnever court her
smfles. He wns a journalist because he had
something to say which sie believed men
would be the better for knowing; not becanse
he wanted something for himself which
journalism might secure for lim. The eall
which brought him into the profession issued
“ from & world to be enlightened and blessed,
“not from a void stomach eclamoring fo be
* gratifitd and filled.” To publish a news-
paper merely for the gake of making money
would hive scemed to Mm the degradation of
a noble career.

Mr. Greeley has been described as essen-
tially a propagandist. He was that, but he
was sometbing more. His labors were not
coofined to the promulgation of his own
theories of morality and statecraft. He made
it, indeed, his part to assail giant abuses, and
to battle for purer and juster government ; but
these objects were only incidents of a com-
prehensive scheme of benevolence, which took
in the general culture, prosperity, and happi-
ness of the whole human race. The model
newspaper, in his view, was not merely the
organ of pet theories, but an instrument of
practical good, teaching the ignorant, leading
the blind, suceoring the poor, fighting for the
oppressed, developing national wealth, stimu-
lating industry, and inculeating virtue. To
make Tue Tusvse this, he put away from
him »ll thirst for‘renown, all appetite for
wealth, all desire for personal advantage. He
never counted the cost of his words, He never
inguired what course would pay or what wonld
please his gubscribers. He held in magnificent
disdain the meaner sort of editor * who sidles
“ dexterously between someéwhere and nowhere,”
accnmulates richea by the daily utterance of
silken sayings, and goes to his rest at last
#with the non-achievements of hia life blazoned
“gn the whitest marble.” The jonrnalist who
strives only #o print what will sell seemed to
him as bad as the parson who preaches only
to fill Lis pews. Mr. Greeley never hesitated
to go counter to a base and selfish public sen-
timent. Those who have watched his career
will recall scores of imstances in which
he has deliberately offendod political friends
and sacrificed peeuniary intercsts to es-
pouse an munpopular cause. In defending
what he believed to be the right, bla conrnge

was mnrnlﬁod. Ile was to popular

¢lamor, insensible to the jangling of the dol-
lars. The stern and thorny path by which an
editor must climb to_greatness demanded,
according to him, “an ear ever open to the

“plaints of the wronged and suffering, though

“they can never repay advocacy, and those

4 who mainly snpport mewspapers will be

“arnoyed and often exposed by it.”
The pure unselfishness of his purposes and

{he strength of

labar with o strength, vitality, and persist-

ence which mers merceuary enterpriscs never
display. Tho noble ambition which conse-
crated his daily tofi impelled him to put his
whole heart inta it; and such work 48 ulways
well dono, But apart from inspiration of this

following

ston  from

sort, Mr. Greoley had remarkable qualifien-
tions for the pro which he adopted. A
quick percoptie of the algnificance of evenls,

s keen scent for infelligonce, nn necnrale
Judgment of the mutual relations of ovecur-
pencon, n ready appreclation of the drift of
populnr currents, and a sympathetio compro-
bension of (he public tempor of the hour,
were nmonj the gifta and nequirements which

ho bronght {0 his task, His fund of
information wna vast aud vaned.  Tlis
memory was a  marvel.  Hia  fiogenuity

in argument and illusteation was inexhausti-
ble. A clear, direct, forcible atyle, of nlmost
painful conciseness, but illuminated at times
by flashea of wit, by touches of tenderniss,
and by the happlest of homgly metaphors, set
forth Lis clear sod carnest thought ; while a
singularly magnetio temperamont infused a
great deal of his own fervor into the men who
worked with him. Thus equipped, Horuce
Greeley conld hardly fail to make a great
pewspaper ; but he did not make it to sell.
Tue TriroNE never was n commercial speen-
lation ; and if it prospered under bis manage-
ment, and grew to be a far grander and richer
thing than in his early days ho had dreamed
of making it, this was not beeause ho ever
sporificed the utterance of a single conviction
for the sake of pecuniary profit, but because
truth will force its wany and honesty in the
longz ran will eompel the respect of mankind.

The success of Horace Greeley is the best
encouragement for the journalism of the
future. It teaches our profession that a nobler
eareer is open to us than that of the thonght-
less gatherer of news apd gosaip, or the huck-
ster of litorature who deals in anything that
people want to buy, and the blackguard
whose abusive tongue wags at the command
of whoever will pay for ila serviee.
“Io who by voiee or pen” said Mr.
Greeley, * strikes his best blow at the impos-
“ tures and viees whereby our race is debased
“snd paralyzed, may close his eyes in death,
“oonsoled and eheered by the reflection that
“he has done what ho conld for the emanci-
“ pation and elevation of his kind." Dut this
shall not be his only recompense. The story
of Horace Greeley teaches us that it 1s the
journulist of strong convictions, uneelfish pur-
poses, and unflinching courage who wins al
the lnst the honors and prizes of his ealling,
the respect of hia fellow laborers, and the
affection of his eonntrymen.

THE ANNUAL MESSAGE.

The President’s Mesaage conzists largely of
a resumé of Department reports—with which
we deal elsewhere more in detail.
gains in length but hardly in interest.

Its satisfaction over the success of the
Treaty with Great Britain is natural, We did
not relish many of the steps in that negotia
tion, and do not think highly of its tangible,
net procecds.
the triumph of the prineiple of Peaceful Arbi-
tration, and as  highly the
of grave oceasions for quarrel
ourselves and Great Britain; and on
both these beneficent results the Presi-
dent may rightly felicitate his Adminis-
tration and econgratulate the Country. They
consfitute a success as worthy of honor as
any he won during the war. We wish there
were not scandalous reports about the Mexican

between

border tronbles, to which the President refers?

bift what Le says of them is well, and we
must trust Congress to see that nmo undue
use is made of it. The protest against the
United States citizens continuing to be Cuban
slaveholders is deservedly renewoed; but if
does not touch the marrow of the Cuban dif-
fieulty. What the United Statea bus needed

iz not so much legislation against ila citizens §
who continue to hold slaves under the Span-

ish flag as protection for ils citizens against
the outrages perpetrated under that flag.

We must frankly confess that we look with
apprehension on what the President says con-
certiing the gigantie plan of internal improve-
ments, whercof he presenta an  outline.
Canals fiom the Missiscippi to the Atlantie,
through  South Cavolina and Georgin;
canals from the ©Olio to the Atlan-
ti, throngh the Virginia  monnfains;
canals aronnd Niasgara Falls and land-
locked navigation ‘from the coast of Maine
to the mouths of the Mississippi,—all
these  constitute a  programme  which
we may be pardoned for regarffing
askavee, even when presented in  guise
g0 little alarming as a Commission of Inquiry.
Is it wise for the General Government to
underfake such projects throngh onr oldest
gottled regions at all? Ts is wise to under-
take them now, or within the generation that
bears the burdena of war? Is there not
danger in this growing tendeney of
referring  all matters of the kind to
Govérnment support and interference? In a
wond, nre we not already centralized enought
Much may be said for each individual
mensure which the President names; but are
they the business of the General Government
now or anon 1 t

The renewed recommendation of the Postal
Telegruph system needs no such queries, 'We
believe it full of dangers,—a wrong step in
theory, and likely to prove worse in practice.
It will be opposed by many of the President’s
warmest supporters, and we sincerely trust
they may be powerful enough to insure its

dtfeat.
No part of the Message betier deserves the

cousiderate attention of the eountry than the
suggestions concerning the treatment of the
Indian Territory south of Kansas. The
Prosident has fairly struck the vicious point
in the present situation in declaring that the
Indjans now situated upon the Territory
shonld be confined to farme of proper size,
and that tho rest of the land should be
reserved for others who may be colonized
thither, In effect this means the aboli-
tion of the tribal system. Till that end
is secured, Indian civilization is an exotie.
Even with the best blood of onr Anglo-Saxon
mce, the abolition of eclanship was indis-
pensable to the peaceful progress of the coun-
try, Among the Indians it is indispensable to
any self-sustaining civilization at all.

The District of Columbis deserves, and we
hope may promptly recerve, the Government's
just share of the expense for the late city im-
provements, in &o far as they skirt Govern-
ment propérty., The work of the Washington
Board of Public Works has had ‘mnch harsh
eriticism ; but of the essential justico of the
President's recommendation in this particular
we do not see how there can be any doubt.

What the President says of the Civil Service
is explicit and detailed than we could

sh. But we have heartily given him eredit
for recent good acts in this direction; and we
hope for more of the same sort, whereby we
may botter judge the brief pamgraph with
wligh be here dismisses the subject.

The Message, a2 & whole, 18 & plain busi-
ness document, exhibitmg a matisfuctory , oon-
dition of the business of Government and the
Country, making no stariling recommonda-

It thus §

But we do value very highly j

removal 8

tons, prossing some mischinvous old plans,
and presenting soma good new ones. It will
not adid to the President's reputation or pop-
uinrity, Nelther will it Qimiuish either.

BEFORE THE BURIAL

Farth, Yot thy softest mantlo rost

Thin wearied child to thoe retarming,
Whose youth was nurbured at thy breast,

Who loved thee with such tender yoaruing !
Lo know thy tolds aud woodland ways,

And deemaod thy hunmblest won his brotber ;-
Asloop, heyond our blame or praise,

Wo yield him back, O gentlo Mothor |

ot of hlame, bo drank his fill :
Who his not read the lifo-long storyt
Aud doar wo hold i fame, but still
The man was dearor than his glory,
And now to us are loft alono
The closet whers his shadow lingers,
The yacant chair—thut wan o throne—
The pen, just Lallen from his fingorn.

Wrsth changed to kindnew on that pen;
Though dipped in gall it lowed with honey
One flash from out the elond, and then
The skies with smile and jest were sunnyy
Of hiate he surely lacked the art,
Who made his enemy his lover :
O roverond head snd Christian heart |
Where uow their like the round world over?

Hao saw the goodness, not the taint,
In many a poar, do-nothing crosture,
Aund gave to sinnor and to saint,
Bt kept his faith in bumsn natore ;
Perclisnoes he was not worldly-wise,
Yet wo who noted, standing nearer,
The shrowd, kind twinkle in lis syes,
For every wealkness held him doaror.

Alas! that uuto him who gave
o mueh, so little should be givent
Himsolf alove, ho might not save
Of all fer whom his hands had atriven,
Placs, freedom, famo, his work bestowed :
Men took, and passed, and left him lonely ;—
What marvel, if beneath hia Joad,
At timis he eraved—for justice only!

Yet thanklesancas, the serpont’s tooth,
His lofty purpose could not alter ;
Tuil had no power to bend his youth,
Or make lis lusty manhood falter;
From envy's eling, from slander’s dart,
That armored soul the body shiclded,
Til! one dark sorrow ohilled his beatt,
Aad then he bowed his head, and yislded.

Now, now, wo moasure ot ita worth
The gracious presence gons forever !
The wrinkled East, that gave him birth,
Lamets with every laboring river;
Wild moan tho fres winds of the West
For him who gathered to her prairios
The sons of man, and made each oreat
I'ho haunt of happy honsehold fuirioa;

And anguish sita npon the month

Of her who onme to know himiiatest :
His beart was ever thine, O South!

Ho was thy truest friond, and groateat?
He shunned theo in thy splendid shama,

He stayed thee in thy voiceloss sorrow ;
The day thou shalt forget his numes,

Fair South, can have vo sadder moriow.

The tears that fall from syea unnsed,—

The hands above his grave united,—
The words of men whose lips he loosed,

Whoso cross he bore, whose wrongs he righted,—
Could he but kyow, and rest with this!

Yot stay, shrough Deatl's low-lying hollow,
Hia oue last foo's insatiate hiss

On that bonignang shada wonld follow!

IPeace! whils we shroud this man of mon

Lot no unhalloweft word be spoken |
He will not answer thes ngain,

His mouth is sealad, lis wand is brokon,
Bome holi®t cause, somo vaster trist

Boyond the vail, he doth inherit:
0 gently, Earth, receive his dost,

Aud Heaven soothe hia tronbled spint!

B G 8

SECRETARY BOUTWELL'S REP ORT.

For three yenrs the Secretary of the Treas-
ury has been able to announce a rednetion of
the National Debt at the rate of One Hundred
millions of dollard per anpum. He does so in
his report of yesterday, but for the last time.
He estimates the reduction for the current
year ot lesa than Sixty millions, and for the year,
ending June 80, 1874, only Thirty-three millions,
which seems too small, supposing the present
prosperity of our foreign trade to continue,
For better or worse, however, we are through
with the years when our public officers conld
boast of One Hundred millions marked off the
pational seore in a single twelve montha.

Closely connected with the receipts of the
Treasury and the reduction of the National
Debt is the amount of our imports. Nearly
two-thirds the revenue is derived from Customs
dutiea. The Becretary laments the unfor-
tunate state of our trade with foreign
nations, pointing ount that our consump-
tion of foreign goods last year ox-
ceeded our exports of specie and merchandlse
by about Bixty million dollars. Certain it is
that for the last three ycars eur consumption
of foreign goods, and in comsequonce the
income of the U, 8. Treasury, have incroased
amasingly, and the first five months of the

current year #how an increase of im-
ports over the large fizures of last
year. But the case of Inst year is

in some respects exeeptional ; and at all events
is not 8o black as the Secretary paints it. In
spite of a very light cotton crop, and a heavy
falling off in the exports of cereals, except
corn, the aggregats value of our products and
manufactures sent abroad holds ita own with
the preceding year, and this year shows so far
a very considerable incrense. The balance of
trade, whatever significance may be attached
to it, will tend more in onr favor for the cur-
rent year, without our imports necessarily di-
minishing, or the Treasury sufforing.

Both the Secrctary and the President join
in advocating & system of liberal subaidies for
the encouragement of American steamship
building. It is a difficult thing to check the
alarming inronds of foreign eapitalists and
foreign ships on our carrying trade. There
are objections to every plan. The natural
course of things ia gaid to be against us.
Money, labor, and the materials required are
cheaper abroad than hers.  Companies
receiving Government aubsidies are apt to be
extruvagant, and certain to be the subjects of
onvy and hatred; yet who does not long for
tho day when he can sail to Europe onece
more on an American steamer under the Stars
and Stripes !

The latter part of the Report is taken up
with the discussion of currency problems. Mr,
Boutwell repeats his well-known views of the
mothods of approaching spocie payments, In
his opinion there are but two—contraction and
“growing up” to the present volume of paper,
that is waiting until paper appreciates to an
equal vatis with gold. He evidently regards
contraction with favor, but thinks the people
cai never be brought to accept it. In dis-
cussing the periodical stringenciea in the
money market, he advocates the delegation of
power to the Treasury Department to in-
crease or diminish the issues of the national
bianks within cerfain limita to ba fixed by
Congresa. This seems L0 U8 & VErv auestiona-

{ proportionally than in domestic,
N urope last year 156,000 ponnds of letters and

ble proposition, but until it takes more
definite sbape we shall not diseuss it. In
fuot, the only remedy for the wasteful, not to
say ruinous, erises in the money market of
which we have seen so mauy, in & return to
apecte payments,  Is it possible that both
Congreas and Mr. Boutwell  mistake the tem-
per of the people in not actting on foot some
pincticel plan for making gold ones more a
measire of value instead of an article of mor-
ghandise 1

Publie Buildings, the Revenue Serviee, and
other matters within the provinee of the
Treasury Department receive proper attention
from Mr. Boutwell, Lt little s said about
funding, and the substance of what ia stated
under that head i that we can disposo of our
five per cent bonds by paying the pur-
choser & commission oqual to the dis-
count at which said bonda are bought and
sold in the market. This is true ns the gos-
pels, but it required no great originality to
discover the fact. Funding is practically post-
poned until the disturbances in the European
stock markets, cansed by the German Govern-
ment, have ocased, and of tHat the prospect
ia pot immediate,

QUR I'0OSTAL SERVICKE,

The records of the Post-Ofties furnish
gnuges of our civilization, The continnous in-
orense of its revenue—stated this year as ex-
eeeding last year's by nine per cent—till now
it has reached §20,000,000, ia far in advance of
the inorease of population, and indicates by 8o
much the improvement of the people and the
apread of intelligence. Some evidences of this
are supplied which are more convincing than
the merve amount paid for postage; thus the
pereentage of increase over last year in postage
stamps was about one-twelfch ; but in newspaper
wrappers it was nearly one-third, Coincident
with the extension of the Post-Office business
in other ways, ia its progress in the require-
ment of railroad serviee, In 1837 this was
reported ns 974 miles; now it is 58,000, the
groateat inerease being in the present year,
reported ot 8,000 - miles. Some improve-
ments in spoed, especially on long routes,
aro  claimed every year. In our for-
eign ecorrespondence the inerease is greater
We sent

reoeived 165,000; but if literature forms the
bulk of the package mail, we had the chanee
of learning more from European brains than
they from ours, for they sent us sixty per
cent more weight than we furnished, of
printed matter and samples.

We have now the oflicial figurea of the
Post-Office army ; it is 44,000 strong, whereof
30,000 nre postmasters who receive about
#5,500,000 aalary per sunum. Special account
is made of the operations of the Dead Letter
office, to which more thun 4,000,000 lettors
found their way last year. That a covsider-
able number of letters will always go there is
of course to be expected, especinlly since they
are sent there in case of meglect of prepay-
ment; but the better the management of the
general office and the more thorough the effort
to deliver letters directly, the smaller will be

¥ the percentage of those that bave to be

opened by dead-letter ¢lorks, Tt is not pleas-
ant to think of how many broken promises
and serious inconveniences are indicated by
four million delayed lobs N year.

The extonsion of the -ordeT system to
foreign countries has already proved of great
service to that large proportiou of our adopted
citizefls that contributes from the wealth
gathered in the new bome to the alender store
#f those who were leff behind, The franking
priviloge comes in for the usual share of the
Postmaster's objections; our opinions have
been too long on record to need repetition
here. Yet it does seem as if the coumtry
might wince under the statement that during
the late Presidential canvass there waa at
Jeast three and a half million dollars lost in
postage alone by this abuse, while numer-
ous delays and derangements of the regular
business of the offico are reported as the result
of choking the mails with & prodigious amount
of eleetioneering doouments, most of which,
we know, were enfolded in forged fianks at
the Capitol.

A very large part of the Report dis devoted ta
the advocacy of the assumption of the tele-
graph business of the country by the Post-
Oflice, the entering wedge of argument being
the needs of the Signal Service, and a dispute
with a telegraph company about rates. On
this, #0o, we have expressed opinions which
we ses no reason .o change. The way in

8 which the Post-Office conducts the business

now intrusted to it, will ngl encourage the
community to place more work in its hands.
There are some who have made the experi-
ment of mailing letters from Williamsburgh
to Marlem and back again, who say that it
still takes the best part of a week for the
Post-Oflice people to make this round of a
half dozen miles, Bmt the most essential ob-
jeotion is, after all, that a postal telegraph
gyatem gives the secrets of the eutire com-
munity into the keeping of the Government
and makes o free press and an opposition to
the party in power a mero mafter of suffer-
ance. Whether messages would be cheapef
or dearer under such a system is not of im-
portance, Nothing is cheap when its price is
liberty.

T'HE ARMY.

Beyond the usual statistical summaries of
the various Bureau returns, the sanual Report
of the Sceretary of War docsnot go far. Itis
already known that thic standing foree of the
Army has been reduced to its peace minimum ;
the number of enlisted men is about the same
as It was at the breaking out of the late
Rebellion. The cost of maintaining this force,
however, yet remains proportionately larger
than herotofore. DBut the reports and esti-
mates show that this expenso is steadily de-
creasing. The military expenditures for the
fiscal year ending June 80, 1872, were $427,834
less than for the preceding year; and the esti-
mates for the current year are more than
$1,500,000 less than those of last year. This is
a fair showing for the War ont; and
as long ns we have here no o explauation
of the complications which the sales of arms
to the French and the disposition of the pro-
coeds therefrom oceasioned, we must accept it
as final and conclusive. There seems to be some
improvement in the personnel of the main
foree of enlisted men, judging from the casual
glimpses which we get in dilferent parts of
the Report. That the desertions are fewer in
pumber than formerly is ascribed to the intlu-
ence of better pay. Is it not a faet, however,
that any army, as it recedos from the extraor-
dinary cxigenclea of war service improves in
diseipline and morale? The suggestion that
soldicrs condemned to confinement on movount
of purely military offenses are demoralized and
mads vigious on account of their submission
to the degrading influences of , Stalo peniten-
tiartes, is more just than complimentary to
our State penal institntions. Whether we ac-

tually need a military prison is not so clear ;
there in u popular prejndics sgninst such an
eatablighment, though thers may be no valid
ohjection to it, other than that of ita cost.

In the statement of trapsportetion ex-
penses, the item of 1,100,000 for wagon ecosts
and charges will strike every one aa being
Yarge, This is doe to the inereassd demand
for quartermastors’ and commissary supplies
in distant purts of the country, where thers
are no railroads, The completion of railway
lines now under contract will rodocs thia ex-
pense materially. At present, military posts
in Arizonn and some parta of the Territories
north of Colifornis are supplied with stores
honght in San Franciseo, transported by ses,
and thence hy wagons or pack trains, in some
fnstances  throngh  Mexlean territory, at
gnormonn  exponse.  Hailrond facilities will
hereafter change the market and the route of
these supplica, at grear saving to the Govern-
ment.

The Report justly givea some prominence to
the work of the Bignal Office, which bas come
home to *men’s business nnd bosoms ™ with
something of a fascinating intereat. This
branch ot the War Department is yet yonng
and necessarily obstructed with diffionlties;
but its serviee to the country deserves a hand-
gomas tribute of fspect; and the statement
of ita communication with Canadian and
West Indian systems of moteorological reporta
will be received with satisfaction. It is esti-
mated that sixty-nine per eent of the fore-
cnstas or “ probabilities™ of the weather mads
by the Signal Office bave been verifled, which isa
good record. As o business document this
Heport is up to the mark of its predecessors;
if it lncks any special interest, it is becauso
thesa peaceful times arey fortunately, not pro-
ductive of sttractive themes for such a docu-

ment,

THE NAFY,

The Secretary states that the active foree of
the Department haa been slightly increased
since the date of the last report. The whole
pumber of vessels in the United States Navy
ia given at 178 of all classes, earrying 1,579
guns, exelusive of howitzers, and rated as fol-
lows : (8 steamers, 929 guns; 81 sailing vessels,
229 guns; 6F iron-clads, 127 guns; and 28 togs,
There are 45 vessels in commission for sea
service, carrying 462 guns. The distribution
of the force is given, showing a slight increass
of strengih since tho date of the last report,

Hnt the Department has nearly reached the

limit of its power in this direction. In the
opinion of the Seceretary the most. politie
course would be to construct a mumber of
small active cruisers, of eak or iron, suitabls
for a time of peace, and fitted with the more
economical machinery of modern times.

The situation of the iron-clad force as set
forth in the Report is not encouraging. Beveral
of the most powerful vessels of this class are
of wood, and much of the frames of thoss
which are built of iron are of the same ma-
terial. This, it is found” upon inspection, bes
begun to rot, leaving no resource but to re-
place it with iron. This was done, and wo
are assured that several of the monitors are
now in an effective condition for their pecu-
har sgrvice. In regard to foreiznm service, it
is stated that npon the European station we
have maintained a fleet of six vessels and 110
guns; upon the Asiatic, 11 vesscls with 116
guns; upon the North Atlantie Station, 11 ves-
sels with 77 guns; upon the South Atlantie
station, 8 vessels with 83 guns; ugon the North
Pacific station, 5 vessels with 63 guns; on the
South Pacific station, 4 vessels and 43 guna.

The Report discusses at length the important
subject of an Imteroceanic Caual. It is the
opinion of the Secpetary that now is the time
to consider seriously and effectively shis en-
terpriso, with & view of solving the commer-
cial problems involved, and establishing water
communication between the two ocesns. The
report warmly advocates the construction of
the Isthmus Canal, arguing that naturally
would follow from it the speedy development
of our Southern and Middle tier of States,
with corresponding advantsges to the Valley
of the Mississippi. Nor, in the opinion of the
Department, would the interests of land ecom-
munication between the Atlantic and Pacifio
States be injured by the completion of such &
canal. Many bulky yet valuable pro-
ducts of both sections—wine, grain, heavy
machinery, and the like—will not now repay
railway transportation over long distances. A
quick and economical carriage by water, it is
held, would favorably affect both the wealth
and population of the Pacific slope, incresung
railway travel and the transporation of mers
valugble and less bulky merchandise of all
kinds. The survey of the Isthmus of Darien,
as well as that of Nicaragua, is being carried
rapidly forward, and further appropriations for
these surveys, as well as for that of the Lsth-
mus of Tehnautepee, are recommended.

The Report sets forth at considerable length
the advantages of the Navigator lslands, and
specially of the Day of Pogo Pogo, as an
available station for coaling and supplies for
our national and commercial marive. The
natives are represented as well disposed, and
Commodore Meade, it is stated, entered into
the most friendly relations and intercourse with
the people and authorities, Recent disasters by
the explosion of steam-boilers have aitracted
the attention of the Department to the necessity
of findivg some remedy for these casualties.
Experiments upon actual boilers have been
authorized at Sandy Hook. No material ad-
vance in our knowledge of the subject secins
to have been mado since the experiments in
1836, by the Frauklin lustitute of Philadelphia,
ander the patronage of the Government. Ex-
periments upon actaal boilers are oo ex
to be carried on, except at the public expeuse,
and » reasonable outlay for this purposs is
recommen N8 an  essen preliminary to

udicious legislation upou this point.

4 A further sdaptation of our Navy-Yards te
the new itiea of maval warfare is
urgently bm-ommoaded. A better plan wounld
be to.abolish them. An advsuce upon
estireates of last year is made, but it is stated
that these are w owing 1o the impetive
demands for improvements in our steam nia-

chinery. .

Streot-cars and regulations conoerning them
Liave become so importaut an cloment 1 city
life that people generally will be interested in
an important decision affectivg the rights of

In our Superior Court, yesterday,
it waa decided that & company is liable for
damnges inflieted on & passenger wrongfully
put off by o conductor. In this particulur case
it was shown that instructions were given to
mw of tll;:n.il %

instructions wrongod a

passenger, So the awarded mplary

b pensior Bt o AT
gor their guidance.

American seminarios do not have s of
Japanese stidents. ‘Them is now at the W
Acudouy, by spocial pormission of the Queen of Ha.

o, & gentloman bolanging to the
Family of ;;’:u. and En ‘\I’ld. \lnll-ur:tll 0
in one respoot, for at * )l' tippin's Academy™
real, gouuine, muumﬁv llnnu kKoyal of Siam,
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